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October 23, 2007
Dear Colleague:
It is the central mission and purpose of the Houston Citizens Chamber of Commerce to support the growth of African-American businesses in the City and the region. To further demonstrate that commitment, we are pleased to announce the addition of a new category to the African-American Business Achievement Pinnacle Awards.

The Advocate Award recognizes a business that has been a true champion for African-American small businesses in the Greater Houston Metropolitan area. 
The Advocate Award recipient shares the Houston Citizens Chamber of Commerce’s vision to enhance the quality of life in the African-American business community and is committed to empowering, doing business with and/or providing business opportunities to African-American businesses.

The corporation that emerges as a shining example will be honored at the 2008 Pinnacle Awards.
The winning company will receive The Advocate Award and be featured in print media publications.
Please complete and return the attached form by July 14, 2008 to be included in the nomination process.
Best regards,
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Jeffrey L. Boney

Carroll G. Robinson 

Marlon D. Barabin

Vice President


Chairman of the Board 

President


HCCC



HCCC



HCCC

Gala Chairman
The Advocate Award 
A Pinnacle Awards Program of the Houston Citizens Chamber of Commerce
Mission: To acknowledge a company that has been a true champion for African-American small businesses in the Greater Houston Metropolitan area.
The Advocate Award recipient shares the Houston Citizens Chamber of Commerce vision to enhance the quality of life in the African-American business community and is committed to empowering, doing business with and/or providing business opportunities to African-American businesses.

Nominee:

Company ______________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________ State: _______________ ZIP Code: __________________

Contact Name: ____________________________ Contact Phone: _______________________

Contact Fax: _______________________ Contact E-mail: ______________________________

Nominated by: ____________________________ Nominator Phone: _____________________

The nominee or nominator must provide specific and detailed information on the following:

1. Provide evidence of this company’s formal supplier diversity program.

2. Provide name and title of individual responsible for contracting with minority owned businesses.

3. Provide a list of certified MBE vendors involved in this company.

4. Describe the nominee’s proactive interaction with MBE firms such as meeting with them, understanding their capabilities, activity helping them secure business at the Company and other companies, and participating in mentoring activities.
5. Submit a list of organizations in which the corporation participates and retains memberships that may impact minority entrepreneurs.
6. Please provide evidence of direct dollars spent with minority owned businesses, and African-American owned businesses as a separate figure.
7. How has the company’s minority participation improved over the last five (5) years?
8. Submit evidence of the company’s community outreach efforts in the African-American community.

9. Please submit the company’s inclusiveness program, if applicable.

Submission Format:

You may attach supporting documentation i.e., press clips, pamphlets, or reports.  The total submission should be no more than 10 pages.

Due Date:

Advocate Award nomination submissions are due by July 14, 2008.  Submit by mail: HCCC, 2808 Wheeler Street, Houston, TX 77004; Fax: 281.373.1887 or e-mail: info@mwhpublicrelations.com.
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Honorary Gala Chair


Tracye McDaniel 


Executive Vice President & COO


Greater Houston Partnership





Gala Chair


Jeffrey L. Boney


Small Business Banking 


Vice President 


Washington Mutual Bank


 


Pinnacle Awards Committee:


Marlon D. Barabin


Laolu Davies-Yemitan


Danette Davis


Rachel Graham


Sharon Jenkins


Kandyace Mayberry


Carroll G. Robinson


Margo Williams Handy




















Houston Citizens 


Chamber of Commerce


2808 Wheeler St.


Houston, TX 77004





Tel: 713.522.9745  





Gala and Media Info: 281.213.9554   


 


www.hcccpinnacleawards.org


www.hccoc.org


















