Mack H. Hannah, Jr. Upstart Business Award

A Pinnacle Awards Program of the Houston Citizens Chamber of Commerce
Mission:  To enhance the quality of life in the African-American business community and spotlight the entrepreneurial spirit upon which our country was built.

The Mack H. Hannah, Jr. Upstart Business Award recognizes a burgeoning business on the path to entrepreneurial greatness.  This award provides the winning African-American business with the capital and resources so often difficult to obtain as a start-up venture.  

To qualify, the for profit business must be at least 51 percent African-American owned, in operation for no more than two (2) years, and headquartered in the Greater Houston Metropolitan Area. 

Nominee:

Company ______________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________ State: _______________ ZIP Code: __________________

Contact Name: ____________________________ Contact Phone: _______________________

Contact Fax: _______________________ Contact E-mail: ______________________________

Nominated by: ____________________________ Nominator Phone: _____________________

The nominee or nominator must provide specific and detailed information on the following:

1. What year was this business formed or acquired?

2. What percentage of the business is African-American owned?

3. Please provide the business’ mission statement.

4. Please detail the business’ community involvement, citing specific organizations or causes to which you have committed time and resources.

5. How do you think this award will help your business?
6. How are you currently supporting other African-American owned businesses?

7. Are you a member of the Houston Citizens Chamber of Commerce?

8. Please submit a one-page business summary which includes the business’  1) core business, 2) market strategy, 3) plan for growth, and 4) projected revenues.

Submission Format:

You may attach supporting documentation.  The total submission should be no more than 7 pages.

Due Date:

The Mack H. Hannah, Jr. Upstart Business Award nomination submissions are due by 5:00p.m. Monday, August 1, 2011.  Submit by mail: HCCC, 2808 Wheeler Street, Houston, TX 77004; or e-mail: info@hccoc.org.
The Upstart Award Selection Committee will score nomination packets received by the deadline according to the following metric.  Any ties in scoring will be deliberated and settled by a majority vote of the committee. 

	Scoring 
	Question #
	Points

	Business Established (less than 24 months on Oct 14th)
	1
	5

	Business Ownership 
	2
	5

	Mission Statement
	3
	10

	Community Involvement
	4
	10

	Expectation of Award
	5
	5

	Utilization of African-American Businesses 
	6
	10

	Membership
	7
	10

	Business Summary
	8
	45

	Total
	100
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