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Houston Citizens Chamber of Commerce Announces the

2011 Pinnacle and Upstart Award Finalists

Houston, TX – The Houston Citizens Chamber of Commerce (HCCC) formally announced the 2011 finalists of the Pinnacle and Upstart Awards at its VIP Nominee Reception which was held on Thursday, September 1, 2011 from 6 pm to 8pm at Column A, 1512 Austin Street, Houston, TX 77002.

The reception was sponsored by Reliant Energy.

The 2011 Pinnacle Award Finalists are:

· Arvo Realty Advisors – Ed Ryland, President & CEO

· Arena Children's Learning Center – Tanisha Green, Owner

· GoGo Business Communications – Joi Beasley, President & CEO

· KT Maintenance Company – Kenny Tims, Sr., President

· P2MG – Michael Nelson, President

· Riles Real Estate and Development – Kevin Riles, President

· RPH Consulting Group – Paul Cannings, Jr., Principal

· Superb Speakers – Joyce Scott, CEO

· The Guess Group, Inc. - John L. Guess, III, President

· The Principal Partnering Group, LLC – Daryl King, CEO

The 2011 Mack H. Hannah Upstart Business Award Finalists are:

· Cs3 Solutions, LLC – Chris Shuler, Owner/CEO

· Global Momentum Construction – John Preston, Chief Marketing Officer

· Jamaica House  - Wendi-Ann Walker, Owner/Director

· Poparazzi's Popcorn – Irwin Daniels, President

The winners in each category will be awarded during the 17th Annual Pinnacle Awards black tie gala on Friday, October 14, 2011, 7:00 p.m. At the Hilton Americas Houston, 1600 Lamar St., Houston, TX 77010.   The keynote address will be delivered by Alfred Edmond, Jr., Senior VP/Editor at Large, Black Enterprise. For sponsorships, table purchases, ticket sales, Pinnacle Souvenir Book ads and silent auction donations, please visit www.hcccpinnacleawards.org or call 832.350.4222.  United Airlines is the official airline sponsor for the Pinnacle Awards.

Pinnacle Awards Honorary Chairs

The honorary chairs for the 17th Annual Pinnacle Awards are two distinguished gentlemen in the Houston community.  Anthony (Tony) Chase is Chairman of ChaseSource, L.P. And ChaseSource Real Estate Services, L.P.  ChaseSource provides staffing and recruiting services to large companies and governmental entities.  Until recently, he was Chairman and CEO of ChaseCom, L.P. until sold to AT&T Corporation in December 2007. ChaseCom was ranked as one of the largest minority owned companies in the United States. Professor Chase is a tenured professor of law at the University of Houston Law Center. Mr. Chase is an honors graduate of Harvard College, received his law degree from Harvard Law School and an MBA from Harvard Business School. Mr. Chase was recently elected to be the 2012 Chairman of the Greater Houston Partnership.

Mr. Thomas Jones, Jr. is a Certified Public Accountant and partner at McConnell Jones Lanier & Murphy LLP, one of the largest accounting and consulting firms in Houston, Texas and the third largest African American owned firm in the country. He started his public accounting career with the Big 8 firm of Ernst & Ernst (now Ernst & Young).  Mr. Jones' professional career also included management  positions at Chase Bank and Uncle Ben's Rice.  Mr. Jones was appointed by former  City of Houston Mayor Bill White to serve on the City of Houston Term Limits Review Commission and was a member of the Transition Team for current City of  Houston Controller, Ronald Green.  Mr. Jones also serves on the board of the Florida A&M Foundation and the Spirit of  Texas Bank, where he is a founding board member and audit committee chairman.

About the Pinnacle Awards

The mission of the African American Business Achievement Pinnacle Awards is to spotlight and honor African American businesses that have achieved success by combining vision, determination, perserverance and dedication to building strong communities.  

About the Houston Citizens Chamber of Commerce

Since 1935, the Houston Citizens Chamber of Commerce has served as an advocate for African American business owners and professionals in the greater Houston metropolitan area. The organization's mission and vision has flourished, reflecting the needs and growth of its members.  HCCC has provided value to members, area businesses and the community and has remained committed to assisting African-American businesses succeed within the local community. For additional information visit www.hccoc.org or contact the HCCC President, Eric Lyons at 832.350.4222.
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